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‘ arashat Shemot could ,be entitled “The .Bil'th ofa ].?e_ader. We see 359m SR DD B n,b;_-,_ '10515)3 )4
Moses, adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, growing up as 2 prince of Egypt. . b )
We see him as a young man, for the first time realising the implications D 9 3 336 D0T “033 B b
daved and I OTPN DBAF I TS SIPOH PeM 23357

of his true identity. He is, and knows he is, a member of an en:
suffering people: “Growing up, he went out to where his own people
were and watched them at their hard labour. He saw an Egyptian beat- TNDRY QD 3C T HID TNBPY B

(9 ing a Hebrew, one of his own people” (Ex. 2:10). R
He intervenes. He acts — the mark of a true leader. We see him ;S
twice in Egypt, once in Midian - to rescue

3532 3 ST 18 DD PIRCY Pl

P NILED EIPY PNRD D2 aba) dmy

intervene three times -

victims of violence. We Fhenwimes‘s the great sfcren:IL atthe bumi];lg.bush SR VDL ,DBa3 M3 dp DIMEDD 50
where. God s@onshxm to lead his people to freedom. Moses hesitates PI3ED EWSHD 1AL B VD1 TIDED

\( four times until God becomes angry and Moses knows he has no other ) )
choice.This is a classic account of the childhood of a hero. 13369801390 b e b 1903 1mb
amb (sh a3 sHisn 1 Pk

But this is only the surface. The Torah is a deep and subtle book,

and it does not always deliver its message on the surface. Just beneath is PHITINMDY I W Pén pIP HEEY

arfother — and far more remarkable - story, not about a hero but about SATEY 93 9130 IS A0 I T D 09
six heroines, six courageous women without whom there would not A Vi
o7 S pbD p ©DIH YO DT
have been a Moses.
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shall call you My daughter.’"?’ They added that she was one of the few
(tradition enumerates nine) who were so righteous that they entered
paradise in their lifetime.*

So, on the surface, the parasha is about the initiation into leader-
ship of one remarkable man, but just beneath the surface is a counter-
natrative of six extraordinary women without whom there would not .
have been a Moses. They belong to a long tradition of strong women
throughout Jewish history, from Deborah, Hannah, Ruth, and Esther
in the Bible to more modern religious figures, like Sarah Schenirer and )
Nehama Leibowitz, to more secular figures like Anne Frank, Hannah /ﬂ '
Senesh, and Golda Meir.

How then, if women emerge so powerfully as leaders, were they
excluded in Jewish law from certain leadership roles? If we look care-
fully we will see that women were historically excluded from two areas.
One was the “crown of priesthood,” which went to Aaron and his sons.
The other was the “crown of kingship,” which went to David and his
sons. These were two roles built on the principle of dynastic succession.
From the third crown - the “crown of Torah” — however, women were
not excluded. There were prophetesses, not just prophets. The sages
enumerate seven of them (Megilla 14a). There were great female Torah
scholars from the Mishnaic period (Beruriah, Ima Shalom) until today.

At stake is a more general distinction. Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-
Doron in his responsa, Binyan Av, differentiates between formal or offi-
cial authority (samkhut) and actual leadership (hanhaga).® There are
figures who hold positions of authority — prime ministers, presidents,
CROS — who may not be leaders at all. They may have the power to force
people to do what they say, but they have no followers. They excite no
admiration. They inspire no6 emulation. And there may be leaders who
hold no official position at all but who are consulted for advice and
held up as role models, They have no power but great influence. israel’s
prophets belonged to this category. So, often, did the gedolei Yisrael, the

; (MwNd N Inny ]
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great sages of each generation, Neither Rashi nor the Rambam held any
official position (some scholars say that the Rambam was chief rabbi
of Egypt but most maintain that he was not, though his descendants
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were). Wherever leadership depends on personal qualities - what Max
Weber called “charismatic authority” - and not on office or title, there
is no distinction between women and men.
Yokheved, Miriam, Shifra, Puah, Tzippora, and Bitya were leaders : &
not because of any official position they held (in the case of Bitya she £ o
was a leader despite her official title as a princess of Egypt). They were : g
leaders because they had courage and conscience, They refused to be EE -~
intimidated by power or defeated by circumstance. They were the real 0> E_
heroes of the Exodus. Their Courage is still a source of inspiration today. L o ;E )
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